Vascular endothelial growth factor and type 2 receptor for this factor in vascular malformations.
Immunohistochemical study revealed higher level of VEGF expression in vascular malformations compared to that in normal vessels of the adjacent tissue. VEGF expression was slightly higher in the endothelium of arteriovenous angiodysplasias than in venous angiodysplasias. Enzyme immunoassay of tissue extracts showed that the concentrations of VEGF and VEGFR2 differ in arteriovenous and venous malformations. The concentrations of VEGF and VEGFR2 differed more significantly in primary and recurrent forms of arteriovenous angiodysplasias (as compared to venous angiodysplasias).